KAPAUN MT. CARMEL

A q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r c e l e b ra t i n g o u r a l u m n i a n d s c h o o l c o m m u n i t y
Mount Carmel Academy • Chaplain Kapaun Memorial • Kapaun Mt. Carmel

C A T H O L I C

Fall 2018

H I G H

KMC alumni attending the social in Kansas City before the KMC vs. St.
James Academy football game in KC on October 12.
Angela Buckner ’00 was inducted into the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame on
October 7. Read more on page 8.
Members of the classes of 1998, 1999, and 2000 had a great time playing
in the Kriwiel Classic on September 28. Read more on page 5.
The KMC Class of 2008 celebrated their 10-year reunion at KMC on October 20. KMC social science teacher Dave Roberts ’84 stopped
by to say hello.
The historic timeline display in the gym lobby showcases the history of KMC, along with memorabilia.
KMC has 19 alumni faculty and staff members this year!
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:

The KMC Class of 1988 attended the KMC homecoming football game
on September 14.

from the President
The Impact of One
Every new school year brings with it significant promise for the future. This year is no exception. Even only a
quarter of the year in, we are seeing that promise translate into amazing development from our current set of
Crusaders. Here are just a few of the honors our students have accumulated already:
• The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recognized two National Merit Semifinalists, two Hispanic
Scholars, and four Commended Scholars from the class of 2019
• The NSPA conferred All-American status on The Paladin newsmagazine published by the KMC Journalism
department
• Senior debaters, Loic Rocheleau and Jacob Doolittle, earned a bid to the National Tournament of Champions
• Sophomore, Clara Whitaker, repeated her reign as Kansas 5A State Girls Singles Tennis Champion
• The boys soccer team repeated its Regional Championship and advances to quarterfinals
• Two recent alumni entered the seminary for the Catholic Diocese of Wichita, joining nine other KMC alumni currently in formation
While these accomplishments are terrific and are but a sampling of the success we anticipate throughout the year, we remain humbly
grateful to all those in our community who have come before us to pave the way for our current and future generations of Crusaders. We
know that the many and varied contributions and sacrifices from our alumni, our benefactors, our parents and our friends have made it
possible for us to provide the opportunities we are blessed to provide to our students daily.
Above all, however, the impact of one man stands out. The beloved Bishop Eugene Gerber, who died on September 29, will likely forever
be the single most impactful contributor not just to Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School, but to the legacy of Catholic education
generally in the Diocese of Wichita.
Bishop Gerber is the father of diocesan stewardship. It was under his vision and leadership that the parishes in the Wichita diocese
adopted, as a part of their core mission, the education of their young people all the way through high school. This mission opens the doors
of all Catholic high schools in the diocese to any Catholic student who is a faithful steward to his or her parish and who desires a Catholic
high school education. Through this model, our doors are open to hundreds of students who might never be able to take advantage of
a Catholic education in a tuition-based environment. It improves our schools by advancing our Catholic mission and diversifying our
students’ perspectives. It coalesces our mission with those of our parishes, and it opens our hearts to recognize that all is gift, and we, as
disciples of Christ, are called to holiness through the gifts that we have been given.
Bishop Gerber taught us all the spirituality of stewardship. We may never fully grasp the
value of his vision and leadership. We can be assured of one thing, though. Whatever the
impact he had on Kapaun Mt. Carmel while he walked the earth, that impact will pale in
comparison to his intercession for us with Jesus Christ in heaven.
May Bishop Gerber’s soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace.

Rob Knapp`82
President
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alumni news
President’s Dinner

Veterans Day Mass

On Sunday, October 14, 2018, KMC President Rob Knapp
welcomed over 120 of KMC’s biggest supporters to the KMC
Commons for the 2018 President’s Dinner. The evening was a
smashing success with a celebration of our great school and an
opportunity to recognize those whose tremendous generosity
is making a difference every day in the lives of our students. In
attendance were KMC parents, grandparents, alumni, parents of
alumni and friends of KMC.

On Wednesday, November 7, all veterans were invited to the
Veterans Day Mass in the KMC gym. We welcomed 20 veterans
and their families for Mass with all military branches represented,
including two alumni: Bob Fugit ’64 and Greg Zuercher ’76. The
McConnell Air Force Base Honor Guard presented the colors
before our guests were recognized individually. We thank all
veterans for their service and dedication to our country!

KMC Trivia Night 2019 welcomes KMC parents, alumni and
friends to a fun night of drinks, food and trivia fun! This 21 or older
event is on Saturday, February 2, 2019, in the KMC Commons.
Doors open at 6:30 pm, and trivia play begins at 7:30 pm. Dress is
casual. Food and adult beverages will be served. Reserved tables
(include 8 tickets and 16 drink tickets) are available for $200,
sponsor tables (include 8 tickets, 24 drink tickets, and event signage
and recognition) are $300, and individual tickets with open seating
are $20 each. Questions?? Call Chenay Sloan at 316.636.9612 or
csloan@kapaun.org. RSVP today by going to www.kapaun.org
and clicking on the “Trivia Night” tab under Social/Special Events.
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alumni news
KMC Reunions

The 2018 reunion season is coming to a close, and it’s been a blast!
Thanks to everyone who attended the reunions and to all who
helped plan them.

KMC Business Directory last year. The directory is for parents and
alumni to list their businesses and is updated quarterly.

The classes that celebrated their reunions this year were:
CKM Class of 1958 - 60 years, CKM Class of 1968 - 50 years, Class
of 1978 - 40 years, Class of 1988 - 30 years, Class of 1993 - 25 years,
Class of 1998 - 20 years, Class of 2008 - 10 years

To have your business added to the online directory, please visit:
http://kmc.formstack.com/forms/ kmcbusinessdirectory or
find it at www.kapaun.org under the “Social” tab. The directory
listing will include the name of the business, the name of the
parent or alumni associated with the company, job title, address,
email address, phone number and website address (if applicable).
The inclusion of a business in the directory does not constitute a
recommendation or endorsement on the school’s part.

Reunion planning for 2019 has begun! We are reaching out to any
class celebrating a reunion year that ends in 4 or 9. All interested
alumni from Mount Carmel Academy, Chaplain Kapaun Memorial
or Kapaun Mt. Carmel are encouraged to help in planning. You
don’t have to be class president, valedictorian or even live in Wichita
- the KMC Alumni Association is here to help in your planning.
Please contact Christine O’Donnell ‘84 Graf at 316-634-0315 ext.
135 or cgraf@kapaun.org to get the fun started!

We hope that families and alumni of KMC will populate the
directory in great numbers and that it will serve as a wonderful
networking and communications tool for the KMC community.
For questions, please contact Chris Graf at cgraf@kapaun.org or
316-634-0315 ext. 135.

Grandparents Day

We will celebrate Grandparents Day on March 27, 2019. It was
moved from fall to spring to ease the already tight fall schedule.
Grandparents will get to spend the morning with their student with
a small presentation, Mass, then a reception hosted by the KMC
Parents Club. Last year’s attendance welcomed 550 grandparents
plus 300 students for a total of 850 guests.

Other Ways to Give
Honorariums • Matching Gifts
Memorials • IRS Rollovers • Planned Giving
Your time with Alumni Association
or Alumni Lecture Series
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alumni news
10th Annual Ed Kriwiel
Memorial Golf Classic

On September 27 and September 28,
more than 300 KMC parents, alumni,
parents of alumni, grandparents and
friends of KMC gathered at Crestview
Country Club. The Kick-Off Party got
things started on Thursday, with a fun night of food, drinks, auction
and a dancing. It was hosted by chairs: Kurt Cornejo ’99, Pete
Krsnich ’01, Steve Rothwell ’98 and John Rupp ’98.
The golf tournament was held the following day, on the North
course, also at Crestview Country Club with more than 140 golfers
in attendance. Breakfast and lunch were provided by Great Harvest
Bread Company and Jimmie John’s Sandwich Shop.
The 10th Annual Classic raised more than $40,000.

KMC Wall of Honor

The KMC Wall of Honor features KMC alumni currently serving in the armed
forces - active duty, guard or reserve. We are very proud of our men and women
alumni protecting our freedoms and civil liberties, just like our namesake Fr.
Emil Kapaun.
This wall is prominently featured in the walkway between the main academic
hallway of the school and the commons, so students pass by it every day. We
hope it will be a reminder to all of the sacrifice, price and legacy of our military
alumni.
We know there are alumni we are missing, so if you or someone you know should
be on our wall, please contact Christine O’Donnell ‘84 Graf at cgraf@kapaun.
org. Please visit the Wall of Honor at www.kapaun.org, under the “Alumni” tab.
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alumni spotlight
MARY WARLICK VALDEZ
Graduation Year: 1995
Family: I am married with three children: Anthony, Anna, and Andrew. We attend
Blessed Sacrament where I work with the Walking with Purpose Women’s Bible Study.
I also cantor and play the piano.
After High School: I earned a BA in English Literature and a BA in Secondary
Education of English. I then went on to get my MA in Education. I taught 7th grade
language arts for nine years for USD 259 before moving to KMC. I taught freshman
and senior English for two years and am now director of the theater department.
Occupation: I am the director of the theater department at Kapaun Mt. Carmel. I am also an adjunct professor at Newman
University in the Graduate Education Department.
Accomplishments: Being a mom, wife, and full time teacher while being able to keep my sanity all at the same time.
Hobbies: Theater, movies, adventure walks with Andrew the toddler, and avoiding laundry.
My time at CKM/MCA/KMC: My time here at KMC was mainly spent in the theater department and with other theaters in
town. While I was here I was also performing with Music Theater for Young People, Children’s Theater, and Wichita Center for
the Arts. I was in Women’s Ensemble and Madrigals, but most of the day was spent doing theater. I was even allowed to do a
“special study” in the drama department as a senior and put on a one woman show. I loved my time at KMC and, as crazy as it is,
love the fact that I am able to be back and be the steward of such a beautiful theater. Some of my favorite teachers from my time
here were Fr. Sherlock, Beth Alexander, and Shelly Vincent. I still think it’s amazing that I am teaching with some of my very own
teachers.
Favorite CKM/MCA/KMC memory or just something you appreciate about your high school experience: I spent most of my
time in the theater department and loved every minute. I am truly humbled to now be a steward of such a fantastic theater. My
goal is to make audiences believe they are watching a professional production and not just another high-school show.

KMC Welcomes New Superintendent

At the beginning of this school year, the students of Kapaun Mt.
Carmel welcomed a new Superintendent to the Wichita Diocesan
Catholic School Office. Mrs. Janet Eaton took over the helm from
Mr. Bob Voboril, who retired after 25 years in service to the Diocese of Wichita. While we will forever be grateful to Mr. Voboril
for his support and leadership over all the Catholic schools in the
diocese for a quarter of a century, we look forward to Mrs. Eaton’s
vision for the future of our cherished school system.
Mrs. Eaton endeared herself to our student body in our first all
school Mass in August, when, after we introduced her to the
students, she proudly proclaimed that her prior role as Principal
of St. Dominic’s Catholic High School in St. Louis instilled in her
the mantra, “Once a Crusader, always a Crusader.”
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alumni updates
1960’s

Msgr. Patrick Garrity ’67 is recently retired from full time parish ministry in the Diocese of Knoxville, TN. He still continues to serve the diocese as
Vicar for Priests and on several committees. Msgr. Garrity loves to travel now that he is free of daily parish responsibilities, and he just returned from
a trip to Rome and the Mediterranean. He looks forward to visiting Egypt in January 2019.

1970’s

Randy Walker ’73 has been an IT manager at Koch Industries for 11 years, where he leads a group that manages apps for manufacturing plants.
Randy and his wife, Denise, are active in their parish and in the Catholic Diocese of Wichita.
Michael Johnston ’78 and wife Amber live in Mount Pleasant, SC, where Michael is a host at Toast! Restaurant. During his career at Scott &
Stringfellow he received the “Most Valuable Employee” Award. One of his accomplishments he is most proud of is passing all four parts of the CPA
exam in one sitting. Mike says “KMC prepared me very well for college.”

1990’s

Melissa Schamber ’98 Brillhart and husband Darcy welcomed their third child, Olivia, on June 3, 2018. Olivia joins siblings Quentin, Noah, and Ava.
Melissa has been an instructor at the University of West Georgia for the last two years.

2000’s
Mackenzie Brown ’02 and husband Victor May welcomed twins, Josephine and Rosalind, in September. They join big
brother, Michael, age 2. Mackenzie and family live in Los Angeles, CA where she is a prosecutor with Los Angeles County.
Jena Sternberger ’02 Gunter works for the University of Kansas as assistant director for the Institute for Policy & Social
Research. The Institute for Policy & Social Research is a faculty-driven research center supporting social scientists who
focus on social problems and policy-relevant questions. IPSR fosters independent researchers and collaborative teams
within our network of faculty affiliates and six interdisciplinary research centers. Jena volunteers her time at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Parish where she and her family are parishioners.
Allison Williams ’02 is currently employed by the USDA Forest Service as an information assistant. When she graduated
college she started her recreation career working in Japan for the military’s Morale Welfare & Recreation. Allison has also
worked as an AmeriCorps volunteer, community outreach coordinator, and tour guide. She has worked at the Hoover Dam,
and for national forests in Florida, Nevada, and South Carolina. Allison did her first hike to 10,000 ft. elevation to do trail work
with the Friends of Nevada Wilderness. She spends a lot of her time volunteering for organizations like
Girl Scouts and Sierra Club, and currently lives in South Carolina.
Joe Wescott ’04 is currently working as communications coordinator for Bishop Carroll. He manages their social media, website,
alumni magazine, and performs other tasks in the Office of Advancement. He and his wife, Ashley, recently celebrated their 10
year wedding anniversary!
Keely Connolly ’06 graduated from Corrections Officer Basic Training for the Kansas Department of
Corrections in January of 2018, and is currently working as a corrections officer at El Dorado Correctional Facility. She is
also attending Citizen’s Police Academy with the Wichita Police Department and Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Department,
and graduates in November 2018. Keely participates in music theater and won a Mary Jane Teall Theater Award for her
performance in Ring of Fire: The Music of Johnny Cash in 2016, as well as being nominated for the award in 2017 for her
portrayal of Nancy in Oliver!
Tanner Hesse ’06 served five years active duty in the U.S. Navy, transitioned to the reserves in 2015, then activated in 2017 and is currently on orders
until 2019. He works as an engineering duty officer for a shipbuilding program. Tanner was recently selected for promotion to Lieutenant Commander,
and will be promoted in September 2019. He has received three Navy Achievement Medals, and the 2017 Navy Reserve Engineering Duty Officer
Excellence Award. Tanner and his wife, who is a Lieutenant in the Navy Nurse Corps, are awaiting word on a possible overseas move for 2019.
Tanner says “My education at KMC amply prepared me for subsequent academic success in the fields of Mechanical Engineering and Engineering
Management. It rooted me in Catholic values, enabling my faith to really flourish at my Newman Center at university. KMC also laid a foundation of
service to community that, for me, translated into a later decision to join the United States Navy.”

2010’s

Chandler Puritty ’11, a graduate student at the University of California San Diego, was honored on March 1 at a
ceremony recognizing university leaders who are making a difference in improving equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI).
She was recognized for her many efforts in promoting EDI programs and initiatives on campus and in the greater
community. Chandler’s contributions to mentorship and community outreach include volunteering at Burbank Elementary
School in San Diego, where 96% of students are eligible for free lunch. In her two years at UC San Diego, she has been
a graduate member at large for the EDI Advisory Council; co-chair of the Diversity Advisory Council for the Graduate
Student Association; co-president of the Black Graduate Student Association; diversity outreach coordinator for the
Graduate Orientation Planning Committee; and graduate student representative to the Division of Biological Sciences
Diversity Committee. After graduate school, Chandler plans to work towards founding a non-profit organization that
focuses on education and policy for third-world countries facing the effects of climate change.
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Matt Riedl ’11 is a journalist for The Wichita Eagle. He covers arts and entertainment news. He maintains a blog, The Keeper of the Plans, and will
occasionally review things such as Intrust Bank Arena concerts, art shows, and theatre performances. Matt is also increasingly providing guest-judging
for public fundraisers such as Zoobilee, CityArts’ Cupcake Challenge, and Dress For Success’ autumn fundraiser last year. He married Bishop Carroll
alumna, Sydney Daigle, on April 21, 2018, and they are expecting their first child in April 2019. Matt says “A Kapaun Mt. Carmel education thoroughly
prepared me for collegiate studies, as well as my employment at the Wichita Eagle. Ms. Ashley Perkins’ journalism classes and working for the Paladin
in particular were great sources of joy for me. I made great friends at KMC that I continue to see every few months, and we remember our times at
KMC very fondly.”
Gabe Bann ’14 graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point on May 26, 2018 and is now a Second Lieutenant. He is in his first
year at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, working on an SM in Technology and Policy in the Technology & Policy Program.
Sydney Kuhn ’14 has signed a professional volleyball contract with the Evreux Panthers in Evreux, France. Sydney began
the season in late September and will play through May. On her move to professional volleyball in France, she says “I’m
super excited. It’s always been a dream but I never thought I’d actually get to say I was a professional athlete so that seems
pretty cool and I’m just excited to be able to continue to play.” Sydney played volleyball at Notre Dame, where she studied
psychology.
Ross Puritty ’14 g raduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point on May 26, 2018. He was commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant and is currently stationed at Fort Benning, where he is in the Infantry Basic Officer Leader Course.
After that, Ross will attend Ranger and Airborne School to join the 82nd Airborne Division.
Jenny Nguyen ’14 moved to Baltimore, MD in January 2018 for an internship at the headquarters of Catholic Relief
Services, while completing the remainder of her college degree online. For the last six months, she has been planning
and organizing the Third Vatican Conference on Impact Investing, which is a biennial conference co-hosted by CRS and
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, and takes place in Rome, Italy. At the conference in July, Jenny
had the surprise of reuniting with Paul Patton ‘15, who attended the conference on behalf of Louis Bono, the Deputy Chief
of Mission to the U.S. Embassy to the Holy See. Paul is currently interning for Mr. Bono through the summer in Rome, and
was present at the conference as Bono’s note taker!

Kansas Sports Hall of Fame Inductee

KMC parent of alumna Christine Ostroski donates a
scrapbook in memory of her mother, Phyllis Santner, and
on behalf of her brother Elmo “Buzz” Santner ’65. Phyllis
was an active parent at Chaplain Kapaun Memorial High
School and kept detailed records of Buzz’s accomplishments
as a student athlete in the scrapbook. Buzz played football,
basketball and baseball at CKM and went on to play football
for WSU. Thank you, Christine and Buzz!

Congratulations to Angela Buckner ’00 for being inducted into
the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame on October 7!
During her time at KMC, Angela played basketball and was
on the track & field team.
Angela went on the play basketball at WSU, where she was a
three-time All-Missouri Valley selection. She was the conference’s Freshman of the Year in 2001. Angela finished her time
at WSU as the career leader in rebounds and is the only player
to finish with more than 1,300 points and more than 1,200
rebounds. She
set the school
and conference
records with 67
double-doubles,
and was named
to the All-MVC
Centennial
Team.

Check us out at
www.kapaun.org

Angela was inducted into the
Wichita Sports
Hall of Fame in
2008 and the
Shocker Athletics Hall of Fame
in 2010.

Find us on Facebook by searching
Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School

Follow us on Twitter: @kapauncrusaders and @kmcathletics
Follow us on Instagram: @kapaunmtcarmel
8

advancement news

We Are Inspired

What inspires every act of generosity is a story unique to each donor...
As successors to the legacy of generosity established long ago, the families of
Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School have been the primary supporters
of the school for more than 130 years. The mission they support is a singular
one - to educate and form the entire person in the image of Jesus Christ.
What inspires those acts of generosity from over 5,000 KMC donors is a
story unique to each of them. We hope to underline the importance of the
Crusader Annual Fund through the voices of those who make the school’s
tradition of a stewardship-funded education possible: the parents, alumni
and friends of KMC. We are inspired by you.
Your gift - at any level - signifies your belief in the transformative power of a
KMC education.
Truly, we have many things for which to be thankful here at KMC, but none is greater than the
gift of a Catholic education. That gift has benefited our families, your family and more than
10,000 alumni. With your generous support, the Crusader Annual Fund will ensure that the
opportunity of a Catholic education continues for all students regardless of financial ability
to pay. While the average family gift is $500 to the Crusader Annual Fund, any amount is
appreciated as we strive toward our goal of 100% participation.
Since 1992, when our parishes expanded their mission to include
the sponsorship of high school students to attend our Catholic high
schools, Kapaun Mt. Carmel has had three funding sources - parish
tithing, fees and the Annual Fund. Today it’s known as the Crusader
Annual Fund, but the purpose hasn’t changed. It’s our school’s only
major annual fundraiser to fund immediate needs, long term projects,
and extraordinary needs of the school. Without it, we wouldn’t survive.
So we ask, what is your inspiration? What’s your crusade? Please know that your gift goes to the programs that
matter most to you and your family.
Just as our ancestors more than 130 years ago
prioritized our Catholic faith and the legacy of a
Catholic high school education, we ask you to show
your gratitude and commitment to the Crusader
Annual Fund. We can continue to inspire our
students but only with your help.
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advancement news
KMC Softball Spruce Up

KMC Auxiliary Gym

KMC has finished a project to spruce up the existing softball field.
The dirt field was refurbished to fix drainage and leveling issues and
new sod was brought in. A batting cage is also a possible addition if
essential funding is secured. We are excited for the softball team to
have an updated field to play on in the spring.

Summer is a busy time around KMC, as we work on many projects.
One big improvement is in our auxiliary gym. Special thanks to
Powers Premier Painting (alumnus Miles Powers ‘90) for his help
repainting and Graf Electric (alumni Tim ‘78, Dave ‘73, Connie
‘66, Joan ‘67) for their help installing new LED lights. Also special
thanks to some anonymous donors for their help in completing this
project.

KMC Marquee

The second phase of the KMC Curb
Appeal project is a digital marquee
out in the front of the school to
replace the old letter marquee. The
stone monument had to be removed
for the project, so we’ll rebuild with
stone from the monument around
a new marquee if possible. Funds
from the Kriwiel Classic and the
130th Gala helped pay for the marquee. Thanks to the many donors
who have made this dream a reality. We are currently working
with vendors and the City of Wichita to complete the project by
Christmas. Go Crusaders!

KMC Mascot

The Quest is a Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School
quarterly alumni newsletter. Due to limited space and press
deadlines, we reserve the right to edit information submitted
for publication. Email information to: jvalliere@kapaun.org.

After unveiling the new KMC logo in the fall of 2017, it was decided
as a 2nd phase, to pursue an updated Crusader mascot. Never in the
CKM or KMC history has there been an official Crusader mascot.
We will be working with a committee of volunteers and Maydwell
Mascots to create a mascot image as well as a costume. We hope to
have final designs done by the end of 2018, with the new mascot
costume unveiled by the end of the 2018-19 school year.

8506 East Central • Wichita, Kansas 67206
316-634-0315 • Fax: 636-2437

ADMINISTRATION

Rob Knapp ‘82, President
Chris Bloomer ‘90, Principal
John Heise, Dean of Students
John Cherne III, Athletic Director
Father Curtis Hecker, Chaplain
Chenay Dixon ’95 Sloan, Director of Advancement
QUEST STAFF
Managing Editor: Julie Valliere ‘99
In an effort to promote
mutual support
our current families and
Designer:
Kellee of
Kruse
alumni, Kapaun Mt. Carmel Alumni Association created the
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Kapaun Mt. Carmel Catholic High School is dedicated to the
education and formation of the total person in the image of Jesus Christ.
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